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MYSTERIES 
DISCOVERED. 


CHAP. I. 
Br ſo extreamly neceſſitated after ſo manifold a 


manner, as firſt for the diſcharge of my conſcience 

roGod , and man; that woe is mee if like a fear 

full oridle ſervant I ſhould bury that ſimple talent; 
Secondly , for the vindication of my reputation , if [ 
ſhould hrdowne1n filence, 1 mightſceme to be an acceſ- 
{ory to the falſe accuſarion of thoſe that blaſt ve with the 
molt odious infamy of blaphemy (to deny the heavenly 
Trinity, and Jeſus Chriſt to be our bleſſed Saviour ,) and 
the truthof theſacred Canonicall Scriptures; Laſtly , by 
my long and exceſfiveindurance , being that I cannor pro- 
cureby the beſt friends I have, or of thoſe that areappoin- 
ted by the-Parliament , a Perution to be preſented to the 
Honourable Houſe of Commons in Parliament, to omit, 
that I cannot receivethat ſmall Annuity due unto me our 
of Yorkſhire , befides the falſe reports of injurious and 
ignorant perſons, that I am not onely a moſt deboſh'd, and 
deſperate , but a diftraRed and mad man ; which ] !1ope 
will be a ſufficjent plea to indifferent judges for the publiſh- 
ing of my bonds. And I appeale to my —_— and all 
good Chriftians, whether or no by folong impriſonment, 


without avy allowance, or haying 2 determinate hearing, 
A-2 noC- 


(1) 

notwithſtanding above 1co Petitions printed and written 
tothe Houle in general], and the moſt eminent (and con- 
cerning members) I be not debarred of Chriſtian, but of 
the libercy of a Subje contrary ro Law, Ordinanceof 
Parhament 2 «quity and humanity. So that without a 
ſpeedy remedy of ſuch common concinuate, and unheard of 
cruelties our enſuing end is ke tobe worſe then that which 
we ſuffered in our late Civill Wars. Foritis not the con- 
tinuance of our mock-fafts that will excuſe , ſo long as our 
oppreſſion continueth, 1ſa.58. 5,6. &c. yea, of ſuchas con- 
clude their Falts I;kethat of Fanyary 28". 1645, at Wiſt- 
m1ſter, with a conſultation how tomurtker an innocent, 
and that after a moſt cruell (morethen Heatheniſh manner 
without any legall hearing) much leſſe laudable proceed. 
ing : (being not allowed of the Davines once to oppoſe, or 
yet to give an adviſed Anſwer by writing ) Lord, lay not 
this totheir charge, being but an intent ( through igno- 
rance) which by Gods providence, and the more gracious 
of the Parlament was preyented. 

For my diſcovery of two grand myſteries , viz. that 
anomious or lawleſſe myſtery, 2 Theſſ.2. from thethirdto- 
thethirteenth Verſe, As allo Revel.17.1,5.2nd its oppoſite, 
Revel.10.7. the myſtery of God, to wit, the Father and 
Creatour, 14-17, Forthe berter cleering of which miſty 
mylteries, Imagine ſome great King like ſome of the o1d 
Perſians , that would ſeldome or neyer be ſeen of the peo- 
ple, ſhould ſend his ſonne and heire fully acquainted with 
his willandpleaſure ,-as his yicegerent plenipotentiary and 
prolocutor, whether the ſonne being equiyalent ( to uſe 
that terme) in way of reference, Toby 14-9. a$ 13, 20. 
I Theſſ.2.13. be in himſelf cocquall to the King , for that 
(as) John 5.23. is an Adverbe of like quality and not e- 
quality ; this we know that God the Father is that inyiſi- 
ble and indivifibleKing, 1 7:5m.1.17,6.15,16. John 1.18. 
537-1 Jokn 4.12.and thatthe inaugurationor anointing of 
ourbleied Sayzour was his baptiſme, Aſarth.3.17. 4.17. 


Aﬀs 


"I 


(5) 


Aﬀts 1.22.16,37. which is therefore termed the beginnire, 
viz. of his Goſpel , John 1.1. 1 10/+ 1.1. and that new 
creation , 2Cor.5.17. ſo that Chriſt is to us both God 
and his Word, as eoſes wasto Aaron, and Aarontohim, 
Exod.4+-16. not thata word is Chriſt, or Chriſt hfe ever- 
laſting , but in a figuratiye ſence after a Scripture manner 
and merning , according to the character of that beloved 
Apoſtle, as Eraſmres oblerveth in his argument to his 
Epiſtles, and Hierome in his Preface to his Goſpel ſheweth 
thatthis Apoſtle had a ſpeciall intent to confure Corinthus 
and the Ebiomtesthat affirmed Chriſt to be but an ordina- 
ry man the ſonne of Joſeph, &c. this Apoſilebeing the beſt 
Commentator of his own meaning; how Chriſt is ſaid 
tobethar yifible God , as [ſ4.40.7. che word, [ohn 3.34. 
yea, and palpable word, 1 /oþ-1.7, life eternall, 5.20. that 
Lambeof God, John1.36. our Paſſeover , 1 Cor.5.7.the 
the rock 10.4. David our King, Exch. 34.23. Hoſea 3.5, 
m them typicall predications , and the like, Jotz 15.1, 
M atth.17.12. Iſ.1-10. Revel.11,8. bya Metaphor , or 
Metonymy, as Perks and Alfted intheir Trafts of facted 
Fropes ; where Aliſted expounds that 1 Cor. 15.28. then 
ſhallthe ſonne alſo himſelf be ſubje&., that is acknowled- 
ed to be. 


— 


CHAP. 2. 


O-come to the Queſtion whether Chriſt ( after the 
dodrine of Athanaſixe in his Symbole ) be coequal 
with the father > Wee know what charge the Apolilegi- 
veth, Gal.1.10.againſt ſuch ſetters up of new Creeds with- 
out warranty, contrary to the firſt and great Commande= 
ment ſet forth by proclamation of the great King, expreſly 
teſtifying not only his unity, Dexre6.4. Pſal.83.18.86.10» 
Iſa.37-16. &c.&c.&c. burallo his ſupremacy and majo- 
rity, 


(4) 
ty , Pſat.13-5,5- Joh.10-29, 14-29. f.1.,17. 4-6; 
Lk = John 17.3. Mark.13.32 ls 5 and ſu - 
perlativeexpreſſions 2 Of which ſee more, Mat.20.23.27, 
46. Toh 20.17. Heb.1.9. 1 Cor.15.28. the ſon being te- 
nant 1# Capyre, to God the Father, 1 Cor.11.3- both for his 
words, works, and honours, Toby 3.34. 5.19. 2 Pet 1.17. 
and therefore not coequall , for without contradi&tion the 
leſſe is dignified by the greater. Alſo God and Chriſt are 
diſtinguiſhed , /obn 14.1. 1 Theſſ.3-11. it being an ob- 
ſervation of thelearned Eraſmus , that where God is put 
abſolutely the Father is underſtood, as [ohn 8.54. To come 
to the offices of Chriſt our Mediatour , 1 7Tim.2.5. as a 
King, Att:17.31. Math.25.34-a5aPrieft, Heb.7.24. of 
a Prophet, Dexr.18.18. according to that meſt uſuall epi- 
thite of hisſan&tification, the Sonof man, denominations, 
being for the moſt parttaken from themere worthy , ſo 
Fobn 8.40. Att 2,23.13.38, Rom.y.15.1 Cor.15,21.Col.1 
15. Heb.,2-16. 4-15-23» Eſdras 13-25,32, which were to 
'1no purpole if the better partof his perſon were norman : 
there being but a graduall difference betwixt him and 
Meſesand us, Heb.3-5,6.4-15- Roms. $,17. there bein 
not oneſuch word, oranyonetext tending tothar —_— 
inthe whole holy Scriptures, but many to the contrary : If 
we have reſpe& tothe ſcope , coherence, analogy, and the 
originalls, in diſcerning figurative fortns and phraſes ac- 
cording tothefence and meaning, which is the ſpirit and 
life of the two Teſtaments, Revel.11.1t.whereas theletter 
js but the corpes common as the high-way throughout 
Chriflendom. Wherefore to ſpeak definitively of the 
heavenly Trinity. I beleeve the Father to be God him- 
(cif, 281 Theſf 3.11, exprefſed by theſe adjunAs, the God 
of heeven, Kevel.11.13. theliving God and Pather, Job.6+ 
$7-69. and that the Son is our Meſſiah, 4.26. whomGod 
wade Lord and Chriſt, As 2.36. Prince and Saviour, 5+ 
31- And that-the .hohFicit is the very. power of God, 
Luks 1.35.24,49. 28. fear — 
Y, 


(5) 
tially, the Sonne vicentially, the holy Spirit ially,or 
the Father God aboye oy wail oe Yeh 
us, Matth.1.23. the holy Spirn God withinus, r Coy.2. 
16. but for the Son to becoequall tothe Father, or the ho- 
ly Spinit a diftintcoequall perſon I cannotfinde; and I be- 
leeve that theſe threeare one, or agreeand confpire inthe 
ſubRance of the ſamerruth to ſalyation. See 1 Cor13.13- 
1 John 5.8. of two Trinities withoutcocqualls, or yet per- 
ſons. * And that of three cocquall perſons to be but the 
Chappell of Rome, for the Church of Chrift , and that 
which keepeth the reſt of the World inthe Popes pownd 
forth of his fold, both che Jews thar belecye the Old Te- 
Rament, the Twrk, and the Great Adogoll, &c. according 
tothe ditate of common intelligence , not corrupt this 
kind by a contrary habit , who cannot be broughtto be- 
lieve ina Trinity implying Po/ytheofie , or Apotheofie, i.e. 
many gods or a man-god. Sothart the denying of a ſecond 
Deity or Godhead is not deftruRtive of faith , but onely 
removes it from a falſe foundation'toa true , that is God 
the Father by — 2 Cor.5.19-1 Pet.5.10. forthat 

ohn 5.18, wasa miſprifion of the Jews procecding from 
their ignorance, as may appeare, 10-34,35,36,37- by our 
Saviour his own Comment. 


CHAP. 3 


T'O anſwer objeRions of Scriptures -wrefted by that 
third femipagan Century, and a prepoſſeſſed poſterity ; 

as in Gew.1.26. Let us make man, which in the next verſe, 
alſo 5.1,2. fixſeyerall times ; and Marth. 19.4. Aark,10., 
6. is expounded inthe fingular aumber like that, Gen.11.7, 
$. which were a contradiQtion, notan expoſition, and thar 
Elohim bar a,the Gods made m the firſt Verſe, aſolkeciſme 
and not an Hebraiſme, being afigurative conſultation = 
is 
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his wiſdom , or communication with the holy Angels by 
way of approbation, as 1 Kings 22.19. Job 1.6. or enalla® 
ge of theplurallnumber forche ſingular , for the more ho- 
nour, * as Job 18.2. D ax.2+36. John 3.11, as Kings write 
in the ſtyle of Majeſty after the manner of the holy tongue, 
ſec Gen.24.9.of Abraktam his Maſters, Toſh.24.19. hee is 
holy Gods, /ſ.19.4.54.5.&c.burt to infer three coequal pere 
ſons from thence, the perſon of Chriſt ( :ccording to the 
fleſh) nor then exiſting 15 alrogether inconſequent ; of the 
like ſort ſeems that to be, Eccleſ.12.1. if parents be not 
implyed. | 
For them high and glorious Epithites, /ſ4-9.6.of a man- 

child that wasto be born, it is granted, they are very great 
and excellent, yer well beſeeming our bleſſed Saviour , the 
founder and goyernour of hisCturch ; of whoſe wonder- 
full birth and works wee have ſufficient teſtimonies ; being 
of his Fathers moſt intimate Counlcll, a mighty God 
(not almighty God ) above all appellative gods, x Cor.8.5. 
Revel.1,5. theeverlaſting Father , orof the Ageto come, 
(as Jerome )eyther by way of Regeneration , and that 
an excellency or equiyalency ; as [oh 14.9. of whoſe go 
yernmentaithough there were a beginning , Heb.10.6. yet 
ſhall rkere be no enduring the term militant, or of morta- 
licy, x Cor.15.26. So that it isnot a ſmall thing for Chriſt 
to beſo dignified by theFather , unlefſe hee be deified and 
equallized with the Father, ſee Gen.41. 43» Exod. 3414+ 

1 Sam.18.23. Eſter 6.9. as Iſ.49.6. 

Thar Jer.23.6. is but an argument from the namefor 
ſome relation to God, as Gen.22.14. Exod-17.15. Judg. 6: 
24. 25am 6.2.as itway appeare, 1 Cor.1.30.-2 Corey. 31. 
unleſſe wee would make Jehovahine gods. in the plural), 
which were difſonant to that incommunicablename. 

That Zach.13,7.ſpgaketh of a ſociall and not a coequall 
party, a5 [ndg.18.20. Att; 15.28. God and Chriſt con- 
curring as ſociall gauſes, to wit, primary efficient, and prin- 
cipall 1nftrumentinthe bufinefie of falyation, Tobn 6.44- 
14 6. 1 John1.3,6. CHAP, 


| 
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CHAP. 4. 


Hat obo 2.29. is anEnallageof theaQtiye forthe paſ- I 
five, and is ſpokendeclaratively,as 20.23.Levit.13.and 
14. &c, of the Prieſt lenſing the Leper, like that, Gen.41. 
L3. by that diyine power wherewith God endowed him, 
Johm 5.2.9 there being ſo many teflimonies tothat purpoſe, 
Att; 2. 24,13.31» Rom. 4-24. 1Cor-15.19. 2Cor.4-14- 
Gal.t.1. Epheſ. 1.20. Col.2.12,1 Theſ.1.1. with Heb.13 
Io, &c, 
q That A- 20.28.. inſome Tranſlations is with that pe- 
| culiarbloud, and not Gods own bloud which is abfurd. 
That Rom.g.and 5. is ſpokenof Chriſt, as he was an 3 
Iſraelice by kinde, with the like clauſeto that , Rows.1.25. 
2 Cor.11,31. 
That Phzl#p.2.6. ſhould be tooke not upon him the e- 4 
quality ofa God, Lord or Maſter , as Poſſe/izs and Puſor 
ſhew;the Apoſtle exhortingthem by the example of Chtiſt, 
who being in a twofold form, as John 13.13. Gal.4.1.took 
upon him the form of a ſeryant, wherefore God hath high- 
{ ly exalted him, as Verſe 9, ſo that Johs 20.28. is as much 
| as Lord and Maſter, like Elohim and Adonirs, for the truth 
of Chriſtsreſurreion was that which Thomas doubted, 
and not his Deity, 
That John $8.58. of Chriſt his being before Abraham,is 5 
to be underſtood in place and dignity,as Verſe 53. and not 
time (as appeareth) by circumſtance 57: like that 1.15,30. 
of the B apti/t. 
That 1 Joh 5.7, 8. be the fame in effec, like that, 6 
Mar-10.8. one by conſpiration , or conjugation, not indi» g;x;i2; Ama- 
viduation , as 1 Cor.6.17. John 17.21. Atts 4.32. Heb.2, ma Grain. an- 
11. Jer.32-39. otherways we ſhould confound the Trini- not. 
| ty by ſuch an Unity, 
| 'B That 
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That Joh» 17.5. is a Scripture Prolepſis, in regard of 
divine anticipation ; as may be gathered from that 13.31, 
32. Luke 24.26, according to Revel.13.8. fo Jer.1.5.n 
regard of Gods fore-knowledge and decree ; At 52.23. 
Gal.1.15. Epheſ.1.4,3.11.2 Tim 1.9, 

That 1 Pet. 3-19. is underſtoed of Noe. as in the next 
Verſe,whoby the ſame ſpirit(t Cor. 12.4-)preached whiles 
the Ark wasinprepating; before Chriſt be an to preach, 
Mat 4.17. 

That Chriſt inthe Revelation is called Alpha and Owr- 
£4,ſo isthe Angell , 22.13. it being uſuall co attribute that 
tothe miniſteriall cauſe , whch is proper to the primary, 
Gen.32.15,16,18.17. Exod3.6-7. Judg-2-I. Joſh.1,11.15. 
2 Eſdras 7.3. 

For that which ſome contend , thefirfl Chapter to the 
Hebrew1to be of the ſonne , they are to obſerve the mani- 
fold tranſitions; as firſt of the Father, 2,3,4, of the Son, 5,6, 
7. of the Angels ; $.to the ſonne ; 9,10,11,12. tothe Fa- 
ther according to the 102 Pſalme in which not a word of 
theSon ; 13,140f the Angels again ; ſo thar in the fixth 
Verſe is underitood of a ſecondary and not ſupreme wor- 
(hip, like a ſhadow tothe 7 wa it belongethto , 1 Chrox. 

29.20, ſothat infercnce of the whole firſt Chaprer to the 
Hebrews, 1s a fallacy from a part to the whole, 

That John 1.3. All chings were made by him , is not 
meant of this materiall world, as appeareth by the 10 verſe, 
but accordingto the ſubject intended, the new creation, 
2 Cor. 5.17. according tothat, Heb.1.2. which ought to 
be aves, and not worlds, ſee 2.5. conceming ſpirituall and 
ecernall things, as 2 Cer.4.8. Col.1.16, 

That Chriſt is faid ro be our Saviour, we may read the 
like of others reſpectively in their kinde, Judg. 3.9. 15. 
Iſa. 19.20. | 

Thar Pro. 8.11, only argues that Gods wiſdome was 
alwayesprelent with bim, and doth infer his holy ſpirit, 

Ter. 
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Ter-1o.12. 1b 33.3.23 Wiſd.7.25. to which ations are 
attributed, Prov.8.1. bya Prolopopie of a perſon, as F ſal. 
85.10,11. 

That Trifagie, /ſa.6.3.isa reduplication expreſſing the 
exceſle of the aCtion or affe&ion, as 2 Sam.18.33. Prov. 
31.2. Dext.13-14. Wherefore letus labour to reconcile 
Scriptureby Scripture, and by no means admitofan abſurd 


ſenſe. 


CHAP. 5. 


\Hat which is objeRted that Chriſt were not a ſuffici- 

entfatisfaRion if he were not cquall to the Father; is 

diſſanane fromthe condition of remuneratiye juſtice 
conſiſting in a Geometricall proportionof acceptance by 
the partie offended, the party offen.led being finfull man, 
beſides that inferreth imminution ro Chriſt his moſt pre- 
tious blood , Matr.26.28, 1 7im. 2.6. Heb.10.29. 1 Pet. 
I.19. Revel.11.11. lohn15.3. 

For a corollary I will conclude with that, Exod. 24-14. 
Becauſe the Lord whoſe name ts Zealoms, ts a zealous God, 
and will not give his glory to another. as 1ſa-48.11, having 
no equallinheaven, as Pſal.$9.6. I[a-48.-11.torto add or 
ſubfiract to and from equals, maketh chem unequall, equals 
agreeing inthe ſame common meaſure, as Reve!. 21, 16. 
So that if Chriſt be equal! to the Father, as touching his 
Godhead he is ſo much more by the addition of his man. 
hood , which I now doe more then ſuſpeR to be that 
2T heſ.2.4. ofthat Catholike profeſſor in a Romiſh ſenſe, 
according to the Originall at Theſſalsnia, Hiſt. Tripart- 
- 97. mw if this, that, and another perſon, be equally God, 
Almighty, Eternall, &c. (three ones make three , as well 
inthegreateſt perſons as leaſt parts, allo if the Son be from 

B 2 the 
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the Father, and theholy Spirit from both by a frrlenal 
ocneration and proceſſion, there muſt needs follow a 
Hyſtercn proteron inthe Deity, toſay that from God tona« 
turals is incon{equent, it is to be noted that for particular 
reſpeQs, God having a voluntary agent, and that infinite, 
doth whatſoever he pleaſeth, eyen beyond ordinary means, 
yet in generall reſpe&ts , there is good conſequence to and 
from God, with naturals obſerying the diftance that is due 
to his Maj: ity, as Malac,1.6. Mat.5.48. 7.11. Where- 
fore to make Chriſt cocquall to his Father, is to mak ano. 
ther or a falſe Chriſt , or (to deal plainly with friends) an 
Idoll Chriſt, or two Gods (as much as inuslyeth) the great 
indignity to his imparalleld Father, which the indignation 
of his moſt pious Son, in wounding theFather through his 
ſides, and I feare that which wenow, and others hereafter 
ſhall ſuffer for, as Revel. 6.16, 17, for as itis high Treaſon 
tocquallize eyen theKings Sonne, with the King himlelfe, 
ſo it is high blaſphemyro equallize the firſt borne of e 
creature, Col.1,15. with the Creator himſelfe, Roms. 1. 25. 
and I ſuppoſe that blaſphemy of che Beaſt , with ſeven 
heads and ten hornes, Revel. 13, 1,3,5, &c- and thatmy- 
ſtery of iniquity written in the forchead of the G. Where, 
17-5. diametrally oppoſite to that of the Fathers name, 
written in theforcheadofthe 144000, 14, 1,7,7, 3, &c- 
As for that common eyafion, applyed to Chriſt as he is 
God, and as he is man, it is contrary both to reaſon and 
Scripture, to limitate by ſo great a Liparity, as Hoſ.11.9- 
tor TI am God and notman, 1/a. 31. 3. 40. 17. implying 
contradiction, as he is, and as he is not, and is bur a pre. 
ſumptuous verging of that which is in queſtion, and if ir 
be iVogicall rolimitate by a ſuperiour,orſubordinate(as the. 
Popeerrs, notas he is Pope , but as he is. man ) it is much 
morcabſurdto limitate by a diſparate, and that of infinite 
diſparity, to omit that Luke 2. 40. the grace of God was 
with him,and AF, 10. 38. for God was with him,which 


wee 


(11) 
were an idletautalogie if he were God , onely he is called 


God by a metaphor, as Gabriel a man, Dn. 9. 21+ and 
Judas adeyill, Ibn 6.70. 


CryaP. 6. 


Tz we may perceive how by iniquity of time the re- 
all cruth of God hath bcen trodden under foot by a 
yerball kinde of Divinity, introduced by the Semi- 
pagan Chriſtians of the third Century in the Weſtern 
Church, immediately upon the ceafing of the Heathemiſh 
Emperours, whofor their open hoſtilny were likened to a 
Lyon, 2 Tim.4-17. astheir luccefſorstoa Dragon, for their 
ſerpentine ſubrilties, continuing 1260 years, begun by the 
firſt Nicen Councillabout 328, and made Catholike by the 
Imperiall decree at Theſſalonica, 342, Hiſt. Tripart«9-7- 
but char preſcription is no plea againſt God , and God be 
thanked, the time of this generall Apoſtafie is expired, the 
myſtery diſcovered, and the unity of God, Zach. 14-9+ 
come upon the tage, Coyenant. The ſecond particular, 
that I cannot forbeate butto cry out with the people, « 5 
fallen, it ts fallen, Babylon the great, whiles ] perceive that 
fiſt reſurreRion from Antichriſtian errour 25 N apeer, and 
thecallipg of the Jews comming ſo fa on, Rom. 11. 15, 
&c. to make one ſheepfold, Joh. 72. 16. Wherefore to 
make theG. Whore fligmarticall, Arſt, by her brand in the 
forchead, Revel.17.5. by tharwhich 1s inthe very frontif- 
piece of all the Catholiks Confeſſions concerning the Tri- 
nity. Secondly, by preſerption (or marke in her hand) 
thereunto Reve/.1 3. 16. Thirdly , by her ſeat and place 
notorious, by ſeyen hs, andten Kingdoms, 17.9. Fourth- 
ly,by that ſo wellkrown name Latemos, 13.18.25 Monlin 
in his accompliſhment of Prophecies, Fifthly , by her 
per- 


(12) 
_— the Saints, t2,13,7-17.6. Dav.17 21. Sixt- 
y, by a heatheniſh Poltheofie of many Gods, and Apo- 
theofie of a man-God. Seventhly, by her. Trxcotcmy of 
the three Catholike profeſſions, Reve/.16.19. holding with 
the Whore in tail generall. | 


Cu AP. 7». 


Powſoerer Conft antine by Gods providence was or- 

dained for ceaſing the heatheniſh per.ccutions, yethad 
he nocommiſſion for ſetting up a new religionof redivived 
Echniciſme,as Mede, Revel.11.3,in imitation of the three 
ſons of Saturn , their three major Gods ; the deifying of 
Hercules, Auguſtus, &c, their Heroes ; in forcing 
more difficult and figurative texts to confirme their inven= 
tions ; whereas that which is moſt plain , common and 
commanded is the meaſure of that which is more difficult 
and obſcure; for which cauſe they aretermed Gemrilesmn the 
Revelation ; and the true beleevers Jews. To paſſe by the 
reports of Zoſimus concerning the converſion of Conſt an- 
tine ; W* may obſerve by thole , [udges 8.27. 2S am. 17. 
23. 1 Kmg>11.5.12,28. Ter.44.17. how Kings, Caprains, 
and Counſcllotry (albeit renowmed) are not preſidents for 
Religion more thts meaner men, as I Cor.1.27.2,6. ſo that 
ſuch ſervile catrell andmen. admirers for adyantage , Inde 
10. are the very bain of d] ingenuity and Chriſtianity. 


p Crap. $ 


O cometo the firſt Nices Counc?! ( the Load-fiar of 
the three following); beſides thathumane Councils are 
bur 


(13) 
but externall and accidentall means of truth ; it was falfi- 
fied by Soz-mme the Civilian concerningthe point of Pri. 
macy; and 1s genetaliycondemned for the re-baptization 
of the Cat aphrygians; their three and ten yeares penance ; 
that menſhould pray rather ſtanding then kneeling; andis 
reproved by Hierome , for equallizing the Hiſtory of Iu- 
dith with che holy Canon , befides that diyers of the beſt 
learned of them ifſented from the reſt and major parr, 
accordmgto that. Exed.23.2. allo Calvine could not endure 
that yery Godof yeryGod1ntheir Creed ; for God being 
a moſt purea&t, a begotten God ( toſpeak properly ) isa 
molt grofſe contradichon 2 And that begotten not made, 
contrary tothat, Row. 1.3. Gal.4.4. generation being pro- 
per to lying and mortall creatures for continuance of their 

ind ; thus by going forth of mens buildings or ſyRemes, 
as 2 Eſdras 10.54- tranſported by ſome good Angell into 
the Wildernefle, as Reve/.17.3. I gota glympſe nor onely 
of the G. Whore, but of the Spouſe of Chriſt, 12.6.21.9, 
which things alchough they may ſeeme firange and new, 
the reaſon reſides 1n the aboliſhing of an old errour , ſee 
Zech.14.7. &c, Iſ4.30.26. 2 Eſdras 5.4,6. 22. For my- 
ſeries they are eitherofthings more hard to beunderſtood 
as parables notexpounded , ALatth.13.11. prophefies not 
fulfilled, Epheſ-3.3,4- godlinefſe roa ſenſuall worldly and 
wicked man, 1Cor.2.14. or that cannot be underſtood, 
as meerlyes in belieying things thatare not, eſpecially ex- 
preſſe contraditions concerning the unity and ſupremacy 
of God, as 2 Theſſ.2.11. Revel.22.15, For to multiply 
the Deity, ordetraRt from irs Unity is blaſphemy, as all the 
DoRors define. 


CHAP. 


Un) 
CHaP. 9. 


Bur me thinks I ſmell a Fox orrather a Wolfe, in the Fa- 
ble, and unlefſe the Lord pur to his helping hand of the 
Magiſtrate, for the manacling of Satanin that perſecuring 


power, Revel.20.2. there is little hope either for the liber- 


ty of the SubjeR, or Law of God amongſt us, Pſal.119. 
126.0 this wo will notdepartuntillit reſt in a poor and rex- 
rified remnant, as Revel.11.13. And Icannot underſtand 
what detriment could redound either to Church or Com- 
mon wealth by the tolerationofreligious,not antipeliticall, 
but w_ benefir, as we ſee by example in Holland and 
Polana. 


Crap, 10. 


For that which was objeRed concerning Arrims bis 
formidable end, it israther an argument of his equiyo- 


| callperjury, &c. Hiſt. Tripart, 3. 10. like Anarias and 


Saphira, Att.5.or Judas 1.18. then of thecaule : As for 
that which is commonlyanſwered, thatGod is not diyided 
but diſtingoiſhed intothree equal! perſons, is as much as if 
they had nor areall, but only a relatiye or rationall being 
Or exiſtence, as if eſſence and exiſtence differed :inGod, or 
in any thing whoſe kind confifts in one individu)! : for hy - 
poſtaticall union and communion of properties , they are 
but reall contradiRtions, and the froglike croaking of the 
Dragon, the beaſt andfalſe Prophet, Revel.16.13. by ver- 
tue Ola Hocus Pocus anda Babylonian mouth , thus after 
the precipice of this Romiſh Jez.abel, and the death of her 
two daughters, Homouſia and Symouſra like Abolah, 

and 


(13) 

and Hholb ah , Exerh 23. 1 perecive how the Weſterf) 
Sun declineth to uts period and ſetting : 'And as for that 
chirdRefotmationWhichKieceeded the Catrimizmruponthe 
Ti wry Territories tnore remote From the Romiſh ryran« 
ny, eſpecially, about Amro 1560, in Tranfilvania, Lirnns 
ma, Livonia, and Polona , wee cannot expe to be come 

beforethe teyohrion tothe Eaft(where it firſt began) 
Revel.7-9,9:14,26. 12. {there being T2 Brſhops ſnecefhvely 
ar Ammoch, untorhe yeer 40o , * Avricch being 'the Me- More's Chro- 
rropolis of Syria,(famous for rhar, As 11 .6; andthe ten #24: agde- 


Perſecutions, bounded 6n the Eaft by Eyphyates. , burgs Hiſt, 
CraP. 11. 


S for preſumption , to profeſſe that which God com- 

mands, yea, thar firft and great Commandement I a- 
ver it tobenone, Dext.18,20. andthe ſon of Syrach 3.23. 
5-10. be it oppoſed by never ſo many, or great ; Naumb.14. 
44+ 16.2, or never fo glorious titles of the orthodox Ns- 
ceneFathers, and the Pope his Holineſſe, for that [ob 32.22, 
therefore, howſoever ſome objeR that it is damnable to 
beleeveno more then what we can comprehend, as /ob 17, 
7. yetletthem conſider that in the precepts neceſſary to (al- 
yation, we are to beleeye what we may apprehend accord 
ing to 0ur beſt underſtanding, ark 12433. fer. g+24. this 
I {ay tothe ſhame of ſuch as ſhut their eyes againſt the 
molt illuftrious and authenticall ceftimionies of all or the 
molt memorable and approyed times, places, and perſons ; 
hardly to be brought that ever they had greatcr grand Fa- 
thers, &c. not allowing any more of authentick and claſ- 
ſick reſtimonies, then themoſt yain and improbable tradi- 
tions amongſt men ; nor to beleeye the Hiſtories of Aſo 


ſes, Chriſt, &c. becaule they _ not the happy houre of 
S, 


* 


(16)- 
St, Themas, ot others tobe ſeeing, and ſenfible witnefles,as 
Tohn 20.27». I Iohn I.I, 

The Lord Godof his moſt gracious goodnefſe grant, 
that the tmoreable and ingenuous, like true and cruſty ſop}- 
diers of Jeſus Chriſt , whoſe eyes the God of this world 
hath not _ ; _ do their m—_ —— tore- 
duce the reſt from that tivity of our ſpirituall B «- 
blez, under that < war that God would proſper 
their endeyours that are ſfiudious of the ſincere Truth ; and 
Arivefor the ſame to death, as the ſon of Syrach,4.28; and 

defend juſtice for their life, to theexaltation of their 
Nation, as Prov.14.34; thatreleeye the oppreſ- 
ſed, &c. as Iſa-1.7 ; that ſo wee way 
enjoy the good things of 
the Land 


4 M E N. 


To the Honourable H ou ss of 


Commons at W esTminsTER. 


| The humble Petition of PAUL BEST 
Priſoner in the Gatchouſe. 


Humbly ſheweth, 


'E Hat whereas your Petitioner hath been 2 
cloſe Priſoner ever ſince the fourtcenthof 
February 1544, onely for this his premiſed rea- 
ſons or opinion committed toa Miniſter ( a ſup- 

ſed friend) for his judgment and adviceonecly 

vingat all rimes ſhewed himſelf a liege loving 
and active Subje& ro the utmoſt of his ability : 
in theſe and whatſoever elſe humbly ſubmitting 
himſelf ro your moſt ſerene and able judgments, 


Tour Honours would be graciouſly pleaſed 
in commiſerationof his exceeding diſtreſ= 
ſed Eſtate, with what ſufferings hee hath 
already endured , to erant him hu releaſe 
or judgment , according tothe worth and 
wiſdome of this Honourable aud indepen- 
dant Court, 


And your Petitioner ſhall pray, &c, 


